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This edition of Outlook is a
combination of the biannual
magazine and a Conference
handbook including reports,
Party updates and an update on
the 2019 Conference motions.
The Nationals hope you are
staying safe and well through
COVID-19 and are reaching out
to family and friends during this
difficult time.
The coronavirus (COVID-19)
pandemic highlights the
importance of community and
social connections in improving
our health and wellbeing.
For COVID-19 health information
please call 1800 020 080.
For mental health support
please call Lifeline on 13 11 14.
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STATE PRESIDENT’S

REPORT
The last twelve months have been very difficult for
regional Australians. Along with the devastating
bushfires, the COVID-19 global pandemic that
originated in China has brought exceptional
challenges. I wish to thank all of our members,
supporters, volunteers, staff and Members of
Parliament for bringing a strong and united force to
these issues as they affect our communities.
Just before the Victorian Government announced
strict social distancing restrictions, the Federal
Nationals celebrated a century of representing
regional Australia. Even though the last twelve
months have been difficult, I encourage everyone
to reflect on the enormous contribution that The
Nationals have made to the lives of all Australians.
As was said in 1968 by the 18th Prime Minister of
Australia, our own Sir John McEwen, “we are the
party which has the total coordinated concept of
what is necessary for the growth and safety of the
whole Australian nation.”
Our Victorian Members of Parliament have stepped
up to the challenge of handling unprecedented
levels of urgent requests, and they and their staff
deserve our sincerest thanks. In Victoria, our MPs
have juggled these urgent and heart-wrenching
request with significantly increased phone banking
to check in with our most vulnerable communities
to ensure they have the most up-to-date
information as these events have unfolded.
Due to the pandemic, we have been forced
to innovate in order to support our members,
branches and Members of Parliament. Since March
2020, we have held multiple TeleTownHalls with
the Deputy Prime Minister to stay engaged with our
members and communities. Our Head Office have
also facilitated Branch meetings, District Council
meetings, Board of Management meetings and
State Council meetings via Zoom. We have also

received positive feedback on our very first Virtual
Policy Forum, which will now become a permanent
fixture on our calendar of events.
While platforms like Zoom are new to many of
us, these digital solutions have allowed us to stay
in touch during lockdown and have proven to
be an excellent means of tackling the tyranny of
distance that we all face. I encourage all members
to register an email and mobile with Head Office to
ensure they can join discussions.
With COVID-19 related restrictions forcing our
hand, we had to postpone our 2020 Annual State
Conference that was scheduled for May. As a
result, our State Council passed a number of
administrative resolutions to allow the management
of our Party to continue. As mine was the only
nomination for this year’s election of State
President, our State Council endorsed my reelection for the next two years. I appreciate this
endorsement and look forward to working with the
membership, especially as we again approach state
and federal elections.
Looking to the broader political environment,
the prolonged honeymoon of the Andrews Labor
Government may be coming to an end with
Victorians finally waking up to the corruption and
ineptitude that The Nationals have always seen.
Their signing of an agreement with the Chinese
Communist Party is simply unconstitutional. It
has not delivered any of the promised ‘special
treatment’ or protection from China’s ruthless and
politically-motivated moves against the Australian
people and Australian industry.
Labor continue to treat our regional communities
with absolute contempt and continue to over-spend
and under-deliver on infrastructure projects like the
West Gate Tunnel Project and the Murray Basin Rail
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Project. The current saga involving Adem Somyurek
shows how deeply ingrained corruption is in the Labor
Party and has been yet another scandal that shows
their Party’s true colours to the Victorian people.
Whilst the shine of Andrews is wearing off and these
issues provide our Liberal and National opposition
with plenty of material to prosecute our case to the
Victorian people, we are a long way from the 2022
State Election and must provide a credible alternative
with policies that are embraced by the broader
community.
From our fight against bushfires and COVID-19, to
our unwavering support of and wins for the shooting
community and to our fight for better regional rail
infrastructure, the Victorian Nationals have had a
huge year in the Victorian Parliament and in Canberra.
Your membership and support allows us to represent
regional communities, and we should all be proud of
what our Party continues to achieve.
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Finally, our Board of Management and State Council
have approved responses to John Tanner AM’s review

of our 2018 State Election and 2019 Federal Election
campaigns. This is our most comprehensive review
in some years and the implementation of John’s
recommendations will assist our Party in being in a
better position to deliver for regional Victoria.
Some of John’s recommendations have already been
put in place. In this edition of Outlook, for example,
you will find a progress report on the motions passed
at the 2019 Annual State Conference. We hope that
update and our new digital events will tide us over until
we can eventually come together again in one physical
space to debate policy issues.
Cheers to another hundred years of The Nationals!
Warm regards,

Neil Pankhurst
State President

NATIONALS SHOP
Did you know you can now purchase Nationals
branded merchandise via our website?
Visit vic.nationals.org.au/shop to buy now.
- Beanies
- Vests
- Stubby Holders
- Rugby Jumpers
- Waterproof Jackets
- Polos
- Caps
- Dress Shirts

Have you considered?

Once you have provided for your loved ones, please consider
leaving a gift, large or small, to the Party. If you have already
made a Will you can still help The Nationals by completing and
adding this addition to your existing Will.

PARTY

UPDATE
With Prime Minister Scott Morrison and the
National Cabinet announcing restrictions on
indoor gatherings in March 2020, and under the
assumption that these restrictions would last for
many months, State Council were compelled to
make a decision to postpone the 2020 Annual State
Conference that was scheduled for 23 May 2020 at
the Inverloch RACV Club.
They were then obliged to make further decisions
to ensure the effective management of the Party.
State Council’s decisions were all based on Rule
90(g) of the Constitution & Rules, which states that
“In addition to the specific powers vested in State
Council by these Rules, [State Council shall have
the power] to do all such things as it deems to
be necessary to control or manage effectively the
affairs of the Party.”
Their decisions were as follows •
•
•
•
•

•

To “provisionally cancel” the 2020 Annual
State Conference “with the option to 		
reschedule if possible”.
To re-elect sole nominee Cr Neil Pankhurst
as State President for a further two year
term beginning at 5:00pm on 23 May 2020.
To be succeeded by the new 2020/21 State
Council at 5:00pm on 23 May 2020.
To close nominations for the three ‘Party at
Large’ positions on State Council 2020/21
at 5:00pm on 23 May 2020.
To maintain the current membership fees
and structure, as approved at the 2019
Annual State Conference, through the
2020/21Financial Year.
“To consider constitutional changes from
the Rules Revision Committee at the 		
June meeting of State Council 2020/21, 		
with any changes to be ratified at the next
State Conference.”

The time and date of 5:00pm on 23 May 2020
was chosen in these decisions to reflect the
originally scheduled date of the 2020 Annual State
Conference.
At the recent June meeting of State Council, the
following Constitutional matters were resolved:
•

•

The age range for Young Nationals was 		
changed from 15-30 to 15-35 years old.
This change brings us in line with all other
state parties of The Nationals.
An interpretation of conflicting rules was
agreed upon to allow FEDCs to send
delegates to future Senate preselections.
Previously, only State Councillors and AEDC
delegates could participate.

These changes are in effect but will be revisited at
the next Annual State Conference for ratification.
Thank you to all members who contributed motions
to be debated in Inverloch. If we are ultimately
unable to hold a State Conference in 2020, we will
notify all members of the alternative action that
State Council chooses to take.
We must also thank all members who have
been involved in our substitute events, such as
online Branch and District Council meetings, our
TeleTownHalls and our Virtual Policy Forum. The
COVID-19 pandemic has forced us to adapt and
innovate and the Party aims to take the best of
what we’ve learnt during this time to enhance
membership engagement and the membership
experience in the post-COVID world.
If you have any feedback on these decisions or
other Party matters, please get in contact with Head
Office at vic@nationals.org.au or (03) 9600 1424.
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ONLINE POLICY FORUMS
After the success of our recent online forums the Nationals are going to be running further online policy forums on
topics relevant to regional Victoria.
Each forum will include MPs and relevant guest speakers.
More information will be emailed to our members in the coming weeks.
(Make sure we have your up to date email address)

Public Land Use

Local Council Rates Regional Child Care

Water

ELECTORAL BOUNDARY REDISTRIBUTIONS
Redistributions of electoral boundaries for both the Victorian Parliament and the Federal Parliament are underway.
The Board of Management have commissioned a Redistribution Committee to prepare the Party’s submission.
If you would like to contribute, please email vic@nationals.org.au.
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2021 STATE
CONFERENCE
As approved by the State Council on June
13, the 2021 Annual State Conference will
be held in Inverloch.
Dates and further information will be
provided early in 2021.

WE WANT TO HEAR
FROM YOU
Every month our members receive a digital Monthly Outlook
to their email address full of interesting stories from our MPs,
party administration and members.
To get involved, send your relevant updates and stories to:
brooke.mccurdy@nationals.org.au

CONGRATULATIONS
The Nationals have welcomed two future members to the Party with Emma Kealy MP and her partner introducing the
newest addition to their family, Ella Elizabeth back in May.
Steph Ryan MP and her partner also welcomed their first child, Sunday in late July.
The Nationals wish them both the best of luck in this exciting time of life.
Far left: Ella
Elizabeth
Left: Sunday

NEW DAWN FOR LIFE
IN THE REGIONS
The Hon Michael McCormack MP
Deputy Prime Minister
REGIONAL Australia is the best place to live, work,
invest and raise a family.

Talented employees aren’t just in big cities, they
can be found all over regional Australia.

Some 65,000 more people moved to regional
Australia from capital cities than conversely,
according to a Regional Australia Institute report
between 2011 and 2016.

During COVID-19, almost all of my meetings have
been held via Zoom and video conferencing. It’s
what most Australians are doing and it’s working.

If COVID-19 has proven anything, it’s that you can
work from anywhere. Why shouldn’t that number
grow even further?
Corporate workers, public servants, accountants,
lawyers, engineers, architects – you name it – if
you work in an office, do you really need to be in
the office?
If you’re on the hunt for a good job with a decent
wage, why should you miss out because you live
in Bairnsdale, Hamilton or Echuca?
Why should where you live limit your career? Why
should you earn less because you choose to live in
regional Australia?
Your postcode should never determine your
potential.
If you grew up in the country and moved to the
city for your dream job, this is your chance to
come home. Don’t quit your job. Bring it with you.
If you live in Corryong or Mildura but the job you
want is in Melbourne, apply for it anyway. Ask
about working remotely. It’s up to bosses to think
outside the box and make it work.

Under the Federal Liberal and Nationals
Government, more public investment is going into
regional communications infrastructure than ever.
Since 2013, we’ve invested in 1229 new mobile
base stations across the nation which are
significantly improving connectivity and safety for
rural, regional and remote communities.
The NBN is now available to more than 97
per cent of the country. Thanks to the early
prioritisation of the rollout in regional areas, the
digital divide between the city and the bush is
rapidly shrinking.
In the country capitals you can buy a large home
with a big backyard and get to work in less than
10 minutes for the same price as a one-bedroom
unit in a capital city.
You never sit in bumper-to-bumper traffic and
have a good work-life balance.
Importantly, our regional centres are big enough to
get a good cup of coffee but small enough to care.
Regional Australia ain’t broke. Its best years are
still ahead of it. The potential is endless.
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STATE LEADER’S

REPORT

It’s the hardest times that bring out the best in
people.

communities with every support they need to get back
on their feet.

This year has certainly proved to be a test for us all.

I was recently back in East Gippsland with Tim Bull
and Melina Bath to see how the recovery efforts were
progressing and to hear from local people about what
they need in the future.

Drought, bushfires and widespread shutdowns to stop
the spread of coronavirus have been unprecedented
challenges for our country communities – and our
State’s economy.
The resilience and unbreakable spirit of country people
has shone through during these difficult times.
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Whether it’s volunteers travelling hundreds of kilometres
to deliver desperately-needed fodder to farmers hit by
bushfires or drought, or the countless hours community
groups have put into developing care packages for
elderly and vulnerable people isolated as a result of
coronavirus shutdowns – we’ve all played our part.
The Nationals parliamentary team has been busier than
ever. Members in Gippsland and the north-east have
been working tirelessly to hold the Andrews Government
to account on its promise to provide bushfire affected

Our MPs helping with bushfire recovery in East Gippsland

Clean-up of properties that were destroyed in the fires is
finally moving forward after a very slow start.
Disappointingly, the Andrews Government promised
critical clean-up work would be fast-tracked, only to
drag its heels for three months.
It was only after questioning from The Nationals in
Parliament that Daniel Andrews committed to getting
this clean-up work done by August.
More recently our electorate offices – although closed
to the public – have been inundated with requests from
families and businesses for assistance to navigate the
coronavirus shutdowns.
We’ve all played our part – some by continuing to go to

work, others by staying at home.
All Victorians have made sacrifices to achieve the
public health goal of flattening the curve of the virus.
As I write, schools are just days from opening and
there’s light at the end of the tunnel for our hospitality
businesses that were forced to close their doors to
diners as a result of coronavirus restrictions.
Pressure from country communities and local
Nationals MPs means we can now get back out doing
the recreational activities we love most, like hunting,
fishing, hiking, prospecting and horse-riding.
But in flattening the curve, we’ve flattened our
economy.
127,100 Victorians lost their job in April.
With COVID-19 now under a measure of control and
restrictions easing, The Nationals, with our Liberal
colleagues, are working hard to ensure the Andrews
Labor Government acts urgently to revive a Victorian
economy on life support.

Peter Walsh with Melina Bath with Peter Hawker and Jack Wegman
fighting for shooters rights
to help Victoria recover from the brutal economic
damage caused by coronavirus.
It sets out a clear path forward to help secure
Victorians’ personal finances, rebuild local
economies, build better communities and keep
families safe.
This plan includes a new $1 billion Bringing
Manufacturing Home fund to put regional Victoria in
the box seat to seize on new opportunities to bring
manufacturing investment and jobs to the region.

With the economic damage caused by the pandemic
response, Victoria needs positive proposals to revive
our economy to provide the jobs and income that so
many rely upon.

It also calls for a $200 million Regional Tourism Fund
to bring visitors back to country communities and
payroll tax relief on the first $10 million in payroll for
small and medium businesses.

We recently released Back to Work and Back in
Business – a detailed 12-month plan with bold ideas

It is a jobs-led and business-led COVID-19 recovery
plan to get Victoria back to work and back in
business.
Our plan is not one for the next election; Victorians
can’t afford to wait that long.
Our plan proposes immediate action that should be
taken by the Andrews Labor Government to help
Victoria rebuild from the damage done by COVID-19
to our jobs, our communities and our lives.
Our Nationals parliamentary team will continue to
work closely with our communities over the coming
months to make sure they receive every support they
need to get back on their feet.

For more information please visit our website.

Peter Walsh
Leader of the Nationals - Victoria
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STATE DIRECTOR’S

REPORT

In a normal year I would be writing this report
soon after our Annual Conference, where we
would have gathered to share ideas, debate
motions and perhaps most importantly, enjoy each
other’s company. But as we all know, 2020 has
most definitely not turned out to be a normal year.
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The impacts of COVID-19 have affected us all in
many ways, and as a Party we have had to change
the way we operate and make tough decisions.
Postponing our Annual Conference, which was
due to be held in Inverloch was a necessary but
disappointing example.
In the interim we have been able to hold State
Council and Board meetings virtually, and despite
the challenges inherent in meeting online, they
have been most effective. I thank all members of
State Council for their patience as we all got up to
speed in using Microsoft Teams and Zoom.
As you would expect, the team at Head Office
have been working from home and we are
fortunate that we invested in upgrading the Party’s
IT capabilities within the last 12 months meaning
that the transition to remote working has been

reasonably straightforward. Nevertheless working
remotely presents challenges and I want to put on
record my thanks to the entire team at Head Office
for their professionalism and hard work in trying
circumstances.
However, all challenges also present opportunities,
and a positive consequence of the last few months
has been how we have found new ways to engage
our membership. At the time of writing we have
held three state-wide teletownhall meetings
where we called all of our members at the same
time, and then had some fantastic discussions
with our Members of Parliament, including our
State Leader Peter Walsh and the Deputy Prime
Minister Michael McCormack. Hundreds of
members participated and the feedback was very
positive. If you didn’t get a call (or an email letting
you know it was coming) please make sure that
Head Office have your up to date contact details
so you can join in next time.
With conference postponed, we also ran an
online Policy Forum to debate to future of regional
Victoria post the pandemic. I hope that members

who attended found it enjoyable, and I know that our
MPs found the input and feedback from members
useful. We intend to run more of these forums in the
future on different topics, and the technology will allow
us all to work together even when it becomes easier for
us to move around the state.
The tyranny of distance often makes it challenging for
members to attend branch and district council meetings
at the best of times, but COVID-19 has forced us to think
of new ways for staying in touch. The team at Head
Office have facilitated a number of online branch and
district council meetings, and we have enjoyed being
able to attend when often in the past we haven’t been
able to travel to be their in person. Whilst nothing is the

same as a face to face meeting, I hope that branches
across the state will consider using online meetings in
the future as part of their program. If any office bearers
need some assistance in setting up and running online
meetings, please get in touch with us at Head Office.

Matt Harris
State Director

TREASURER’S

REPORT

We have achieved a great deal this year in what we
could call the back office.
Our IT communications and server infrastructure
has been significantly upgraded. One of the key
benefits of this have been seamless remote
working which proved vital in the recent Covid
lockdown. Plus leading edge system security to
minimise the possibility of unauthorised access to
our databases.
We rolled out of new banking measures including
issuing procedure manuals and real time remote
account access to all branches and electoral
councils with bank accounts. This was necessary
to ensure compliance with new funding laws from
both AEC and the VEC.
A sophisticated Fundraising Strategy has been
developed to further improve our financial position
and hence our ability to conduct strong campaigns.
This strategy is a relationship based “one party”
approach which was due to commence in February
2020, but the unprecedented social isolation laws

stopped all functions from being held. The intention
is to restart the programme towards the end of this
calendar year, dependent on the continued easing
of the Covid 19 restrictions.
We met all our internal and Electoral Commission
audit requirements.
The year ahead will see enhancements to campaign
expenditure management and hopefully a clear run
at fully implementing our Fundraising Strategy as
the next Federal Election starts to loom.
I would like to commend the work done by our
Finance Team in managing a plateau change in the
Party’s administration.
Finally, I thank Marty Corboy (immediate past
Treasurer) as a number of these outcomes were
initiated during his incumbency.
Martin Svikis
State Treasurer
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BUSHFIRE

RECOVERY
The bushfire that wreaked havoc through East
Gippsland in January / February came on the back of
three years of drought and has been followed up by
Coronavirus restrictions, leaving our economic and
business sector in enormous hardship.
While it has been too slow, the clean-up and rebuilding
has commenced with home sites being cleared and
some infrastructure works commenced.
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Unfortunately, work in many public land areas,
popular with tourists, has not even commenced, let
alone finished. We needed this completed for when
coronavirus restrictions lifted to welcome tourists
back.
The emotional scars remain for many and there is
simmering anger that the lessons of past bushfires
have still not been learned and local expertise has
been ignored.
Victoria is one of the most fire prone parts of the
world. East Gippsland with its isolated settlements
along its coast and in the forested areas, is more alert
to this risk than most other parts of the state, so the
question remains, why were fuel loads allowed to
increase to record levels.
While it was a disaster of massive proportions, many
long-term residents predicted it. Three years of
drought had made forested areas and roadsides a
tinderbox waiting to explode.
On December 29, just as out tourist season as about
to commence, residents and visitors to East Gippsland
were advised to leave the area due to the following
day’s forecast.
In the late afternoon and early evening of December

30 the fires became unstoppable on multiple fronts,
leaving fire fighters and landowners to save what they
could.
It came to within 700 metres of my home with caused
a few anxious moments and we watched nearby
houses go up in flames, but we were one of the lucky
ones. Many weren’t.
Hundreds of people found themselves isolated in
Mallacoota with the Princes Highway closed by fallen
trees in multiple locations and the road not likely to be
reopened for some weeks.
On January 2, HMAS Choules transported 1,200
people and 118 pets to safety from Mallacoota on its
first trip in what was to become Australia’s largest sea
evacuation.
The Australian Defence Force (ADF) brought in
Blackhawk and Chinook helicopters. The heavy lift
capability of the Chinooks enabled them to carry
hay bales in a sling beneath the helicopter to reach
isolated farmers who had no other means to access
fodder for their livestock.
The ADF was supported in East Gippsland by troops
from the Papua New Guinea Defence Force, the
Republic of Fiji Military Force and the Republic of
Singapore delivered fodder, fuel and water in their
Chinook helicopters to inaccessible areas.
The extended closure of East Gippsland’s main roads
caused great hardship for isolated communities and
businesses. The work to get roads open greatly
assisted by local native timber harvesting contractors.
They were to learn in the weeks later, the Andrews
Labor government intended to close them down, great

thanks for the incredible work they did.
We lost three good men, who were recognized in State
parliament’s condolence motion earlier this year - Dave
Moresi, Mick Roberts and Fred Becker.
I knew each of these men to varying degrees: Dave
Moresi, the flashy full forward for Swan Reach and
later umpire; Mick Roberts as the knock about larrikin
and good bloke from Buchan and Fred Becker the third
generation sawmiller and local legend from the far east
of Maramingo Creek.
What they had in common was a love of the bush, their
families and the small settlements they called home.
We are used to our fair share of kicks in the guts in
this neck of the woods, whether than be fire, flood
or something else, we get our fair share and out
community is resilient.
The triple blow of drought, fires and COVID has tested
this resolve and while we will get over this, we need
more help than we are receiving from this government,
but that has been well documented before this column.
I will finish by answering one question, that being what
can you do to help if you are reading this? My Federal
colleague and good mate Darren Chester and I have a
simple answer we are telling anyone who will listen come and visit us, support our local economy and leave
some dollars here, you will be welcomed with open
arms by a community that needs your assistance more
than ever.
Tim Bull MP
Member for Gippsland East
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CENTENARY CELEBRATIONS
On the 22nd January 1920, 9 members who were
elected in December 1919 and who endorsed the ideals
of the Australian Farmers Federal Organisation agreed to
form the Australian Country Party, they were joined by 2
others on the 24th February 1920.
On the 10th March 1920 William McWilliams stood
on the floor of the Melbourne Parliament House of
Representatives to explain the philosophy of the
Australian Country Party declaring “We intend to support
measures of which we approve, and hold ourselves
absolutely free to criticise or reject any proposals with
which we do not agree.”
The centenary of our influential party, the second
oldest party in the Commonwealth began with a tree
dedication at the arboretum in Canberra, signifying
for over 100 years The National Party has remained
steadfastly focussed on branching out across rural
regional and remote Australia never losing focus of its
responsibility to be the solid trunk that underpins the
future prosperity and social wellbeing of those living
outside the metropolis.

On the 13th March 2020 Nationals branch members,
MP’s and Senators gathered in the Melbourne House of
Representatives to witness the historical re-enactment
of the memorable speech delivered by the parties first
Leader William McWilliams, reaffirming the pride and
passion on the achievements of committed branches,
local Members and Senators who have been at the
forefront of delivering prosperity, equity to rural regional
and remote Australia over 100 years.
The attendees were welcomed into Queens Hall by the
Leader of the Victorian Nationals Hon Peter Ryan where
Leader Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack was
joined by descendants of former first leaders in cutting
the spectacular centenary cake.

Kristian Jenkins acting as the Partys first Leader
William McWilliams in the Legislative Assembly

A memorable
Gala dinner
was held in the
Park Hyatt on
the evening of
the 13th March,
where the
history of battles
fought and won
were regaled by Leaders Hon Ian Sinclair, Hon Peter
Nixon, Hon Mark Vaile, Hon Barnaby Joyce and Hon
Michael McCormack in an entertaining panel discussion
conducted by Hon John Sharp. The appreciative
audience heard the political history of the Anthony’s
beautifully narrated by Hon Larry Anthony.

in the Commonwealth Parliament to this day and
throughout the 100 years, remains the most influential
of all political parties in its dedication to building
stronger communities and improving the lifestyle and
lively hood of Australians living and working in regional,
rural and remote Australia.
As a former Member for Riverina I am humbled,
passionate and proud to Chair the Centenary of
Federation and to recognise the significance of
Melbourne Parliament House in our history. May we
passionately serve our communities for the next 100
years..
Mrs Kay E Hull AM
Chair of the Centenary of Federation Committee

A standing ovation was afforded Judy Brewer as she
spoke in honour of her late husband former Leader
and Deputy Prime Minister Tim Fischer AC, followed by
a standing ovation for a stirring and passionate video
of Tim delivering his centenary message to the party,
filmed just a few days before his passing.
The 13th March event in Melbourne was testament to
the party that has maintained an unbroken presence

For more photos, please visit
nationals.org.au/centenary/

14

15

FEDERAL

REPORT

The phrase ‘extraordinary times’ has been thrown around
a lot so far in 2020, but for good reason.
Who could have anticipated, as Australia battled bushfires
over New Year’s Eve and into January, facing one of the
toughest challenges in our lifetime, that an even bigger
opponent was just around the corner in the form of a
global pandemic.
The last few months have tested Australians on many
levels.
In my own electorate of Gippsland, after several years of
challenging drought, the bushfires were a tremendous
blow and continue to try even the toughest among
us during the slow recovery process. And I know this
story rings true for many Australians, not just those in
Gippsland.
As if these challenges weren’t enough, life as we know
it has been thrown into a strange alternate reality as we
stay home, home school our kids and miss out on special
events with loved ones, doing our part to stop the spread

of coronavirus.
Through it all though, I have been heartened to see
Gippslanders, Victorians and Australians all over pull
together, even while forced to be apart. And these
attempts to stay connected have been so important
throughout the last few months.
We are lucky to have the technology to be able to work,
teach and learn remotely, to be able to FaceTime our
friends and family, share the special moments through
screens and do our best to keep friendships and
relationships strong.
While this may have made things slightly easier,
there is no down-playing the impact this time has
had, and continues to have, on the mental health
and wellbeing of so many Australians. Whether from
disconnectedness and isolation, loss of employment,
a downturn in business or forced closure, or the
uncertainty of not knowing what the coming days and
weeks have in store, this time has been incredibly
difficult for many.
Please remember to check on your mates, your family,
your neighbours. Things haven’t been easy and it’s
okay no to feel okay, but please don’t try and go it
alone. Help is available and there are people who care
so don’t be afraid to reach out.

Despite the challenges, the Federal Government has
been working hard to fight the virus, deliver economic
relief to those who need it and reopen our economy and
our society with a clear road towards recovery.
Payments are rolling out for the $70 billion JobKeeper
program which includes $1,500 per fortnight wage
subsidy for 3.5 million Australians. In addition, the
Government has temporarily expanded eligibility to
income support payments and established a new, timelimited coronavirus supplement to be paid at a rate of
$550 per fortnight on top of fortnightly payments.

-

-

$9 million spent supporting the mental health
of Aussies affected by the fires, and a further
$4 million provided for mental health support for
early learning and school communities
Over $27 million spent on immediate wildlife 		
rescue and recovery, which is doing fantastic things
as the Australian Reptile Park just welcomed the
first koala joey to be born since the fires.

And for me personally, seeing the regrowth in the bush
and the green emerging again along the coastline in my
electorate has been an uplifting sight. There is still a long
way to go, but I will continue advocating to ensure our
regions receive a fair share of the money available to build a
We are continuing to help Australians whose mental
health and wellbeing is being affected by the coronavirus more resilient regional economy.
by providing an additional $48.1 million to support the
Parliament will return for two weeks in June and I think
Mental Health and Wellbeing Pandemic Response Plan
we can expect to see sittings become more frequent as
which includes three immediate priorities - data and
restrictions ease and we move into a ‘new normal’. There is
modelling, outreach, and connectivity.
much work to be done but we’re ready for the challenge.
The Australian Defence Force has been instrumental in
helping respond with around 2,100 personnel providing Thank you to all members for your continued support. Here’s
support such as contact tracing, planning, and assisting to a smoother second half of 2020!
police with mandatory quarantine arrangements for
Darren Chester
international air arrivals.
Federal Member for Gippsland
I welcomed the recent $650 million funding announced
by the Prime Minister and David Littleproud to progress
the bushfire recovery effort. Reflecting on what has been
achieved so far, some highlights include:
-

over 17,000 small business grants approved, 		
totalling over $170 million to small business to 		
date.

Above: Meeting with families evacuated to East Sale RAAF Base
during the bushfires in Gippsland

Above: Inspecting a burnt out nursery at Sarsfield with PM Scott
Morrison and Gippsland East MLA Tim Bull

Above: Bushfires burnt to the beach at Mallacoota, destroying public
infrastructure which is critical for the tourism industry
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WOMEN’S EXECUTIVE
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REPORT

When I first put pen to paper, Daniel Andrews continued
to deny registered gun owners the ability to purchase
ammunition and assist farmers to rid their properties of
feral pests which are so destructive during lambing and
calving season; hit a golf ball or fish in local streams,
while city jogging paths were choked with people
walking and cycling. Many country people were feeling
frustrated by the lack of understanding and empathy
emanating from the Labor Government.
In giving career firefighters a huge salary increase
on top of their already generous pay and working
conditions, Daniel Andrews refuses to take into account
the incredible debt Victoria will have to service in the
future. We applaud our CFA volunteers and the Premier
needs to recognise their value and replace their aging
equipment and tankers.
Although the coronavirus pandemic has cast a dark
shadow over our state, we The Nationals have not
forgotten Victoria’s bushfire victims, many of whom are
still struggling under the weight of recovery.
COVID 19 restrictions have now eased, and life is slowly
returning to a new form of normal, but we still remain
vigilant.
On a positive note, the Women’s Executive chose for our
annual event, a gathering at Bendigo on February 29th

in the form of a mini-conference. Contributors included
Senator Hon Bridget McKenzie, State Deputy Leader
Steph Ryan, former minister Hon Jeanette Powell,
Women’s Federal Council President Dr Theresa Craig
from Queensland. Also attending from interstate were
former Federal President, Christine Ferguson NSW and
Jane Pearse WA and Federal Member for Mallee Anne
Webster.
As a participant, Emma Williamson introduced the Isobel
Project women who we were delighted could attend and
share a snippet of their journey to the program.
The agenda included a Q&A session hosted by Jo
Armstrong with a panel line up of Bridget McKenzie,
Steph Ryan, Anne Webster, Melina Bath and Jeanette
Powell. Most importantly,a great mix of Nationals
women and friends filled the space at the National Hotel
in Bendigo for a day of information and workshopping,
whose contribution ensured a successful day.
Over lunch a young winemaker from the Heathcote
region, Madeline Marson from VineaMarson related her
story while we sampled her northern Italian style wines.
In the afternoon, Rachael Littore facilitated a workshop
where everyone had the opportunity to identify
challenges and opportunities for rural and regional
Victorians with whiteboard, butchers’ paper and plenty
of markers.

Anita Rank, Amanda McLaren and Jeanette Powell at the Women’s
Executive Conference in Bendigo

Our state parliamentary team ably lead by Hon Peter
Walsh deserve special recognition for the strong
advocacy and support they continue to deliver for
country Victorians, as a result of COVID 19 and the
bushfires.
Our federal parliamentarians fight the good fight on
behalf of rural and regional Victoria through these
unprecedented times.
I would like to commend the work of our State
President, Neil Pankhurst as so many of his duties
happen behind the scenes.

The outcome of our conference provided 15 motions
for the Agenda committee. Combined Women’s
Executive, Party branches, AEDCs and Young Nationals
submitted over 100 motions in total and as conference
has a limited time to debate motions, the Agenda
committee, chaired by Steph Ryan, had a huge
responsibility to dissect, amalgamate, put aside or
accept motions for debate. Theirs was an enormous
task and 9 of our motions were accepted.
I would very much like to acknowledge the assistance
of Melina Bath MP and Brooke McCurdy at Head Office
for their help behind the scenes. Our Head Office team
is always most obliging.
You will aware that because of COVID 19 our State
Conference has since been postponed and the Isobel
Project has had to be modified with zoom workshops
replacing some events.
We congratulate the Federal Party on its 100th
anniversary of the formation of the Country Party and
the re-enactment at Parliament House Victoria with
Hon Ian Sinclair as Speaker and Hon Jeanette Powell
singing the national anthem. I was pleased to be part
of such a significant event.
Out thanks to Jacky Abbott for representing Victoria on
the Federal Centenary Committee.
We continue to represent Victoria on Women’s Federal
Council which meets regularly by teleconference and
zoom. Recent discussions included animal activism,
the dissemination of bushfire donations, luxury car tax
and a unified Nationals brand.

We must all continue to call out the Andrews
Government, for its anti-rural discrimination, one
example is the demise of the forestry industry and
workforce which has much wider ramifications across
country towns.
We must all continue to be the champions of our own
party and proudly support the work of our elected MPs.
On behalf of the Women’s Executive I wish you safe
and well and hope we can join together in the not too
distant future to acknowledge the many hardships but
celebrate the blessings of being healthy Australians
and work together to help rebuild our state and nation.
Meree Bath
Chair of Women’s Executive

Women’s Executive Conference hosting a Q&A with our women MPs
and (below) Madeline Marson from Vinea Marson
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YOUNG
NATIONALS

REPORT

Its been a relatively good year for the
Victorian Young Nationals. Promoting
political engagement and involvement from the
conservative youth of Regional Victoria is an
essential function of the Young Nationals. Although in
recent times this has proven difficult, we have with
renewed motivation and vigor, been slowly but surely
expanding the youth membership and participation
within our Party. Albeit slightly hindered by the onset
of the virus.
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Recent highlights include the ‘Pizza with the Pollies’
event, held last November down at State Parliament,
and a Barefoot Bowls night down in Traralgon. These
events are great opportunities to engage and develop
the conservative youth of Regional Victoria, and the
youth membership of our Party. A special thanks to
both the Parliamentarians and head office, for their
continued support of these events. Particularly Melina
Bath, who has generously offered her support as the
inaugural Patron of the Victorian Young Nationals.

to become involved. With our Country Party suffering
from the tyranny of distance, online events offer a
unique benefit to our members, which will no doubt
last beyond the virus.
The Young Nats play an important role within our
Party and its future success. Being a grass roots
party, we rely on our members to be its driving force.
So please feel free to promote or suggest the Young
Nationals to any young person you may know, who
may be interested in contributing to the Party.
As a Party we offer great opportunity to contribute
to our society, and the Young Nats look forward to
continuing the good work.
Josh Wilhelm
Young Nationals President

Both the Victorian and Federal Young Nats have been
embracing the online during the Covid 19 restrictions.
Hosting online branch meetings and webinars with
both State and Federal National Parliamentarians.
These provide good opportunities for our existing
members to remain engaged and for new members

Thanks to Rich Glen Olive Estate for providing
beautiful gourmet food hampers for our
corporate sponsors through COVID-19.
You can purchase their delicious fresh fruit
& veg, cured meats, cheeses, preserves and
pantry items at their website below.
www.richglenoliveoil.com

MEMBER
PROFILE
Melody Steed - Maryborough
1: How long have you been a National Party member
for and what inspired you to join?
Conservative politics is an interest my husband Andy
and I share. It was Andy who first introduced me to The
Nationals; he likes to go “star spotting” for Nationals
MP’s at agricultural field days and the Australian Sheep
and Wool Show! Andy and I only became members of
The National Party in May last year. Sarah Kelly (Sheedy)
encouraged us to join after we attended a meet and greet
with Anne Webster MP in Maryborough during the 2019
election campaign.
2: Election time can be very busy. What is
something you remember either for better or worse
about the most recent election?
The 2019 Federal Election was an especially memorable
one for us, the excitement and success of the campaign
still very much resonates with me. We were absolutely
delighted to campaign for Anne Webster Member for
Mallee and to share in the joy of her success. A lovely
sense of camaraderie and many fun times were shared
with fellow National Party members and members of staff
during the campaign. Our expectations for future Federal
Elections are very high indeed!
3: How do you stay active and involved in your
community?
We are very involved in our local church, Maryborough
Church of Christ. I grew up in Bendigo and I have spent
the majority of my working life employed as an Early Years
Educator in Castlemaine. I moved to Maryborough in 2014
and my connections outside the church were initially very
limited. I was presented with a wonderful opportunity at
The Maryborough District Advertiser in 2017, a part time
position on the advertising team. This role presented
me with a great opportunity to connect with the local
community, expand my knowledge of the area and support
local businesses. I reluctantly resigned from my position at
the paper just before Lucy was born (a practical decision,
as my employment in Castlemaine is especially well suited
to our current season in life).

Above: Melody Steed with her baby Lucy and Meree Bath at the Womens
Executive Conference

4: What changes would you like to see made in your
community?
I’d like to see more education around the importance
of agriculture and water. I believe there would be
some benefit to ensuring there is an increased level
of understanding among Australians regarding the
contribution and importance of the agricultural industry
to Australia, and the consequences to Australians and
the economy should we neglect farmers and the need for
reliable water supplies.
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5: You’re a busy mum, but how do you keep up to
date on politics, new policies and changes in your
electorate and local community?
I follow a number of MP’s on Instagram; I find this is
an efficient way to keep up to date with politics. The
Maryborough District Advertiser is an excellent source
of local news. Unfortunately we missed a couple of
opportunities to listen in on meetings via teleconference /
Zoom organised by The Nationals recently (they coincided
with my return to work and a new routine for Lucy), we
have every hope of taking advantage of these online
events in the future. I was able to catch the TeleTownHall
with Anne Webster MP and Deputy Prime Minister Michael
McCormack last night (May 26); it was excellent. We
enjoy receiving updates about The Nationals via email
and OUTLOOK magazine. My enthusiasm for conservative
politics is sound - I love it! However, my focus has shifted
slightly in recent months; my enthusiasm and energy
are now directed towards my best attempt to raise a
thoughtful, intelligent, strong and resilient conservative
voter.

STATE COUNCIL
ATTENDANCE RECORDS
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Position
State President
Senior Vice President
Junior Vice President
Treasurer
Immediate Past President
State Leader
Deputy State Leader
Legislative Council Rep.
Federal Representative
Federal Representative
North East Women’s Zone
North West Women’s Zone
South East Women’s Zone
South West Women’s Zone
Young Nationals President
Young Nationals President
Central Young Nationals
Eastern Young Nationals
Northern Young Nationals
Western Young Nationals
Benambra AEDC
Bendigo AEDC
Buninyong
Euroa AEDC
Gippsland East AEDC
Gippsland South AEDC
Lowan AEDC
Melbourne AEDC
Mildura AEDC
Morwell AEDC
Murray Plains AEDC
Narracan AEDC
Ovens Valley AEDC
Ripon AEDC
Shepparton AEDC
Bendigo FEDC
Gippsland FEDC
Indi FEDC
Mallee FEDC
Nicholls FEDC
Party at Large
Party at Large
Party at Large

Name
Neil Pankhurst
Andrew Black
Lee Marchant
Martin Svikis
Peter Schwarz
Hon Peter Walsh MLA
Steph Ryan MLA
Melina Bath MLC
Sen Hon Bridget McKenzie
Hon Darren Chester MP
Emma Williamson
Rachel Littore
Meree Bath (Chair)
Joanne Armstrong
Rebecca Treloar
Joshua Wilhelm
Brendan Tam
Callum Moscript
Lyndel O’Sullivan
Mark McOwan
Bernard Gaffney
Simon Swayn
Daniel Emmerson
Bruce Nicholls
John Buxton
Adrian Harris
Greg McAdam
Greg James
Toby Heil
Stephen Jones
Rachel McAsey
Bruce McDonald
Simon Williamson
Christopher Anderson
Lindsay Dann
Murray Buzza
Tim Wallace
Craig Cross
John Watson
David Frizzell
Marty Corboy
Lachlan McKerrow
Anita Rank

15 June 2019
P
A
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
A
P
P
A
P
A
P
A
P
P
A
A
P
P
A
P
P
P
A
Alt
P
A
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P

12 October
2019
P
A
P
P
A
A
P
P
P
P
A
P
P
P
A
P
P
P
A
A
P
A
A
Alt
P
P
A
Alt
A
A
P
A
P
Alt
P
P
A
P
P
A
P
P

NOTE: P = Present; Alt = Alternate Attended; A = Absent (Neither Alt or SC’er attended).

14 December
2019
P
P
P
P
A
P
P
P
P
A
P
A
P
P
A
P
P
P
A
A
A
Alt
P
P
P
A
A
P
A
A
P
P
P
P
P
P
A
P
P
A
P
P

21 March
2020
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
A
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
A
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
A
A
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
P
A
P
P

2019 CONFERENCE

MOTION UPDATES
Our Parliamentary Teams have been hard at work over the last twelve months to represent our regions and
to implement the Party’s platform. Prepared by Deputy State Leader Steph Ryan, an update on their work on
actioning the motions passed by the 2019 Annual State Conference is below.”
1. Municipal Rate Relief CARRIED				
			
Gippsland South AEDC
That this conference notes the significant impact of drought on the state’s farmers and calls on the
Andrews Labor Government to provide municipal rate relief for those suffering the most significant
financial hardship.
Parliamentary Update:
In February 2019, The Nationals urged Daniel Andrews to go further with support for Victoria’s drought
affected farmers and provide shire rates relief and rebates for fixed water charge. The Nationals,
particularly Leader Peter Walsh representing the region Millewa and Tim Bull representing Gippsland
East, fought strongly in Parliament to bring drought affected communities to the forefront of the
government’s agenda.
Throughout 2019 the state Parliamentary team called for Daniel Andrews to visit farmers suffering from
drought. It wasn’t until October that the Premier even made one of those visits. Unfortunately, he came
empty handed and to this day still refuses to provide farmers’ number one ask – direct relief on council
rates and water charges.
In April this year, Nationals MPs backed councils calling for rate relief from the Victorian Government
as the impact of action to prevent the spread of coronavirus bites across Victoria. Steph Ryan and Tim
McCurdy had a strong media presence on the issue and sent a message to the government that helping
councils reduce rates was a fast and effective way for them to support distressed local businesses and
property owners.
Question Time – 10 September 2019
Peter Walsh to the Premier
Premier, we asked you in February, we asked you in March, we asked you in April and in August, and now
I am asking you again: when will you provide assistance to pay shire rates and fixed-water charges to
Victoria’s drought-stricken farmers?
2. Drought Declaration CARRIED						
Shepparton AEDC
That this conference calls on the Victorian and Federal Governments to continually review assistance to
dairy farmers, farming families and regional and rural communities during droughts and to review the
process used to determine when a specific area is classified as in drought.
Parliamentary Update:
Nationals MPs have supported calls for drought support in their regions with the Leader and Deputy
Leader also supporting these calls. Peter Walsh visited drought-stricken farmers near Werrimull,
precipitating a visit and further assistance from Victorian Government.
Steph Ryan had Michael O’Brien visit the Mitchell Shire Council to call for an extension of drought
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support. All MPs have been active in their local communities, calling on the government to review
classification of drought on local government boundaries.
3. Trespass Laws CARRIED
Victorian Women’s Executive, Euroa AEDC, Lowan AEDC, Ripon AEDC
This conference condemns the unlawful behaviour of animal rights activist groups and individuals who
illegally trespass on law-abiding Victorian farms and calls on the Andrews Labor Government to review
and strengthen trespass legislation to deter unlawful behaviour and protect our farmers, their livestock
and Victoria’s biosecurity.
Parliamentary Update:
Melina Bath moved a motion to defend the rights of Victorian farmers against unlawful animal rights
activists in State Parliament on 2 May 2019. As a result of the motion moved by Melina in the Upper
House, an inquiry was established to fix farm trespass laws.
Hearings were held between August and October in Wangaratta, Horsham, Warrnambool, Warragul,
Bairnsdale and at Parliament House. Melina travelled to each of the hearings and encouraged many of
our farmers and the livestock industry to contribute in person or via an online submission.
The report was tabled in Parliament on 5 February 2020 with 15 recommendations. The government
tabled its response on 4 June 2020 which supports 13 of the 15 recommendations in full, one in
principle, and did not support one recommendation.
Thanks to the The Nationals, a review of biosecurity management plans on farms and agriculture
businesses across Victoria will be undertaken and trespassers will face new on-the-spot fines. The
state government has also ruled out allowing secret surveillance by animal activists.
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The full report and government’s response can be read here:
https://www.parliament.vic.gov.au/eic-lc/inquiries/inquiry/965
4. Sustainable Farming Education CARRIED
Euroa AEDC
That The Nationals support a government backed layered farming program to educate, experiment,
and study land farming and other sustainable farming methods that are not considered in mainstream
farming today.
Parliamentary Update:
Peter Walsh and Steph Ryan were scheduled to meet with academics from The University of Melbourne,
including experts on regenerative agriculture, to consider policy ideas which might be taken to the
2022 state election. Unfortunately, the meeting was postponed due to the outbreak of COVID-19.
5. ‘Regional Infrastructure Australia’ CARRIED
Euroa AEDC
That this conference calls on state and federal governments to jointly form a new agency, to be called
‘Regional Infrastructure Australia’ to mobilise capital consumed in the costly renewal and maintenance
of public infrastructure in over-crowded capitals.
Parliamentary Update:
Preliminary discussions have begun about the best way to progress this motion.
6. Trade school costs CARRIED
Gippsland East AEDC
That this conference supports state and federal government action to remove the disincentive of
rural and regional business to employing apprentices, including reducing trade school costs such as
accommodation and travel which are not paid by metropolitan businesses.

Parliamentary Update:
Prior to the 2018 state election The Nationals committed to fixing the training crisis across regional
Victoria, particularly in the Latrobe Valley following the closure of Hazelwood. The plan included
bringing together business and industry, with training providers, to provide advice directly to the
Minister on the future of education and training in Gippsland.
The Nationals ‘Back to Work and Back in Business’ COVID-19 recovery plan calls for the government to
expand free TAFE to make all training free for occupations experiencing skill shortages in Victoria.
Deputy Leader Steph Ryan has corresponded with the Training and Skills Minister on several issues,
including concerns about the disincentives rural businesses face. In August 2019, Steph wrote to
the Minister about accessibility issues for regional apprentices and trainees. Steph highlighted The
Nationals’ concerns that regional employers find time, travel and cost a huge problem for apprentices.
Steph also noted that some interstate providers are able to provide learning onsite, eliminating a lot of
the problems regional apprentices face.
7. School Curriculum CARRIED
		
Euroa AEDC
That this conference calls for the Victorian curriculum to be updated to reflect current research in
brain functioning and to respond to the rapid rate of technological and social change driven by the
development of artificial intelligence.
Parliamentary Update:
MPs regularly communicate with schools, teachers and parents in their electorates. Relationships with
key stakeholders are being prioritised and will be called upon in the development of education policy.
8. Protecting the CFA CARRIED							
Lowan AEDC
That this conference supports The Nationals’ policy of protecting the CFA and demands the State
Government does not compromise the current efficiency of this valuable organisation.
Parliamentary Update:
Nationals MPs fought in Parliament to stop the Andrews Labor Government’s destruction of the CFA
and unjust treatment of its volunteers. MPs sought the support of local brigades to get out and fight for
the organisation, through petitions, feedback, meetings and the media.
Behind the scenes The Nationals worked tirelessly to lobby Upper House MPs to vote against the
legislation to create Fire Services Victoria.
On 1 July this year, the day the Andrews Government’s legislation was implemented, The Nationals
announced that if elected to government in 2022, we will legislate to rebuild and restore the Country
Fire Authority as an independent, volunteer-based autonomous fire service. We have also committed
to establishing a Volunteer Commissioner to independently hear and arbitrate on disputes.
9. Total Fire Ban Days CARRIED								 Morwell AEDC
That this conference calls for stronger communication of education and enforcement of total fire ban
days by:
1. Mandating the communication of relevant information in all Victorian education institutions on
total fire ban days;
2. Amending the CFA Act 1958 and other appropriate regulations to increase enforcement of
preventative actions and penalties for offences.
Parliamentary Update:
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Nationals electorates across Victoria were devastated by the Black Summer fires. Tim Bull, Darren Chester,
Melina Bath and Tim McCurdy worked tirelessly in their communities. MPs continue the conversation
about managing the fire season, Total Fire Ban days and fuel reduction. Hazard reduction was mentioned
by Steph Ryan in The Age in March 2020.
10. Bush Nursing Centres CARRIED							
Lowan AEDC
That this conference recognizes the vital services provided by bush nursing centres to rural and remote
Victorians and condemns the Andrews Government for failing to fully fund the Nurse EBA that this
government negotiated, putting the future of bush nursing centres at risk.
Parliamentary Update:
Emma Kealy has led the State Parliamentary team’s efforts to implement this motion. Emma has worked
with Leading Age Services Australia, the Shadow Health Minister and bush nursing centres in the Lowan
electorate.
Emma has pressed the Andrews Government to match The Nationals’ 2018 election commitment to
deliver a funding boost to secure bush nursing services for at least two years and to undertake a review
of their funding structure to ensure longer term financial viability.
We remain concerned about the lack of funding and certainty provided to the 15 Bush Nursing Centres
across Victoria by the Andrews Labor Government and note the significant contribution and support
Bush Nursing Centres provide to remote Victorian communities.
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Most recently the Walwa, Buchan, Cann Valley, Dargo, Ensay, Gelantipy and Swifts Creek Bush Nursing
Centres played an enormous role in the recent devastating bushfires including acting as a relief centre,
providing hundreds of meals for firefighters, undertaking welfare checks, and provision of primary and
emergency care.
In February Melina Bath used Parliament to request the Minister for Health meet with bush nursing
staff and has a petition planned to be tabled in parliament. The petition calls on the Andrews Labor
Government to immediately and properly resource Bush Nursing Centres to recognise an increase in
operational costs and demands that Victoria’s bush nursing centres face.
11. Rural Outreach Workers LAPSED					
Euroa AEDC
That this conference recognises the great work done by rural outreach workers like Ivan Lister and calls
on the Andrews Government to appropriately fund their role.
12. Nuclear Power Stations LOST
Gippsland South AEDC
That this conference calls on the Andrews Labor Government to investigate the feasibility of nuclear
power stations to supply secure, dispatchable and clean energy.
13. Climate change CARRIED
Gippsland South AEDC, Stawell branch, Euroa AEDC
That this conference acknowledges that climate change is driving more extreme weather patterns
and commits The Nationals to developing policies to assist the community, business, industry and
agriculture to adapt, at least possible cost to the economy.
Parliamentary Update:
Last year the State Parliamentary team developed and released the Zero to Landfill plan which aims to
lower emissions, lower power bills, provide new sources of energy and increase recycling.
The policy responds to concerns about the recycling crisis facing Victoria and sets ambitious targets
to put an end to household waste going to landfill by 2035. It also aims to develop a waste-to-energy
industry and supports a container deposit scheme to increase recycling.

We have also fought to save the jobs of agricultural research scientists and Landcare coordinators from
the Andrews Government’s cuts. We have argued that the research and on-the ground support offered
through these roles is important in assisting farmers adapt and prepare for climate change.
In the face of more extreme bushfire events and decreasing catchment yields, The Victorian Nationals
have also launched campaigns to reintroduce the five per cent planned burns target recommended by
the Victorian Bushfires Royal Commission in 2009, and to pressure the Victorian Government to examine
the construction of the Big Buffalo Dam to secure northern Victorian water entitlements.
14. Addressing Recyclable Waste CARRIED
			
Victorian Women’s Executive
That this conference notes the Andrews Labor Government has collected half a billion dollars in the
sustainability fund through the landfill levy and calls on the government to use the funds to genuinely
invest in new technologies and recycling plants to urgently address the mounting stockpiles of
recyclable waste across Victoria.
Parliamentary Update:
National MPs have played a crucial part in the development of the Zero to Landfill policy aimed at
ending household waste going to landfill by 2035, developing a waste to energy industry and
supporting a container deposit scheme to ensure more of our recycling is being recycled. This policy
will be implemented if elected to government in 2022.
15. Weed Control CARRIED						
Gippsland South AEDC
That this conference condemns the Andrews Labor Government for its inaction on tackling weeds
throughout the state and calls on the government to provide resources and directives to the Department
of Environment, Land, Water and Planning to fully enforce the law as it relates to those landholders who
fail to control weeds.
PParliamentary Update:
The Nationals 2020 policy development includes control of invasive species including weeds such as
African Lovegrass, blackberry, gorse, Bridal Creeper and Hawkweed. The Nationals across the state
believe more needs to be done to manage invasive species.
16. Rates Review CARRIED					
Lowan AEDC, Gippsland East AEDC
That this conference strongly support the VFF’s call for a complete review of the local government
rating system and the general funding of local government.
Parliamentary Update:
Melina Bath called out the Andrews Government for ignoring farmers in its rates review last year. Melina
used the media to demonstrate that farmers are hit the hardest with huge rate increases. Labor set up a
sham review that simply will not deliver the systematic overhaul Victorians deserve so that rates are fair
for everyone, with none of the 68 items in the terms of reference mentioning rural or regional councils.
17. Supporting Op Shops CARRIED					
Euroa AEDC
That this conference requests state and local government give free access to tips and transfer stations
to charitable op shops to remove rubbish that is left at Op Shops, costing charitable organisations
thousands of dollars per year.
Parliamentary Update:
Deputy Leader Steph Ryan has liaised with Op Shops on multiple issues. Steph will endeavour to raise
this with local stakeholders including councils.
18. Rural Crime Squad LAPSED								
Euroa AEDC
That this conference demands the immediate reinstatement of the rural crime squad to address
escalating farm and livestock theft.
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19. Gender on Birth Certificates CARRIED				
Ellinbank Tetoora Rd Branch
That this conference oppose any change to the content of birth certificates regarding gender fluidity.
Parliamentary Update:
The Nationals’ State MPs voted in opposition to the Births, Deaths and Marriages Registration
Amendment Bill 2019 when it was debated in Parliament in August 2019.
The Bill did not accord with our position that birth certificates are intended to record biological
sex, rather than gender identity. Opposition to this Bill, particularly from a wide range of women’s
organisations concerning the rights and safety of women, was significant and persuasive.
Further, the provisions in the Bill relating to the ability of serious sex offenders, prisoners and parolees
are vague and leave questions about community safety unanswered.
20. Legalising Illicit Drugs CARRIED			
Ballarat FEDC/Buninyong-Wendouree AEDC
That this conference calls on the Nationals to strenuously oppose any attempt to legalise the recreational
use of illicit drugs, including marijuana.
Parliamentary Update:
No legislation has come before the Victorian Parliament at this time to legalise recreational drug use.
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The Legal and Social Issues Committee is currently undertaking the Inquiry into the Use of Cannabis in
Victoria after Labor and crossbench MPs voted in favour of a motion moved by Reason Party (previously
Sex Party) MP Fiona Patten. The Nationals voted against the motion. The committee is due to hand
down its findings by July 1, 2021.
21. Port of Melbourne Surcharges CARRIED				
Melbourne AEDC/FEDC
That this conference calls for an inquiry to determine why Port of Melbourne surcharges are increasing
at a rate disproportionate to CPI making Victorian exports uncompetitive.
Parliamentary Update:
After intense lobbying and a united campaign by The Nationals and Liberals in Shadow Cabinet, we’ve
had a win! Ports Minister Melissa Horne has launched an inquiry into Port of Melbourne surcharges. The
Port of Melbourne Market Rent Inquiry will investigate whether the Port of Melbourne has misused
any market power it may hold in setting and reviewing its land rents between 1 November 2016 and
31 October 2019. The Minister says the review will be completed by mid-year and our team will be
keeping close tabs on its progress.
22. Princes Highway Duplication CARRIED				
Gippsland South AEDC
That this conference notes the Federal Nationals’ commitment of $132 million to complete the
duplication of the Princes Highway between Traralgon and Sale; condemns the Andrews Labor
Government for its failure to fund this important project; and calls on the Andrews Labor Government
to commit funding to complete the project as a matter of urgency.
Parliamentary Update:
Danny O’Brien and Gippsland MPs have run a 10-year campaign for funding for the Princes Highway
Duplication project.
Darren Chester and the federal government committed to $132 million to the project in the previous
two Federal Budgets. Darren had the Prime Minister on site to call on Daniel Andrews to come to the
party.
Danny raised the project in Parliament 38 times, tabled petitions, wrote to Ministers on countless
occasions and pressured the state government in the media. He finally had a victory in July 2020

when the state government announced the long-awaited funding.
The Federal Government will contribute $202 million and the State Government $50 million to complete
the two remaining stages at Flynn and Kilmany, including the Kilmany overpass. Congratulations to
the Gippsland communities, supported by Danny and Darren, who worked incredibly hard to secure
funding for this project.
23. High Speed Rail CARRIED				
			
Lowan AEDC
That this conference supports the Victorian Nationals’ 2018 policy to introduce fast trains across all
regional train lines, to upgrade rolling stock and return passenger rail to Hamilton, Horsham and Mildura.
Parliamentary Update:
Deputy Leader Steph Ryan’s engaged a Parliamentary Intern to prepare a report on fast rail. The title of
the report is Victoria’s Poor Rail Relation – An analysis of the value and viability of highspeed rail in the
north east region.
The upgrade of rolling stock is a constant focus for The Nationals. MPs have raised new trains in Parliament,
the media, on social media and through stakeholder engagement. MPs regularly correspond with rail
stakeholders such as Rail Futures.
24. Wire Rope Barriers CARRIED						
Mildura AEDC, Euroa AEDC
That this conference requests VicRoads ensure wire rope barriers are installed with enough room for
vehicles to safely stop in an emergency and urges the government to conduct a review of coronial
findings into accidents involving wire rope barriers.
Parliamentary Update:
The Nationals across the state have been very vocal on the roll out of wire rope barriers, raising concerns
from motorists and emergency services in Parliament and the media.
This year, the Victorian Auditor General released a report that confirms the Andrews Labor Government
has botched the roll out of wire rope safety barriers. The independent report found that the wire rope
barrier program was $100 million, or 22 per cent, over budget and that VicRoads did not plan the
program properly and won’t achieve its expected road safety benefits.
The report also says the government is not adequately managing maintenance and repairs, increasing
the risk and meaning safety barriers won’t work. The report further highlights the waste and
mismanagement of the project, which The Nationals have been calling out for some time.
25. Safety of 4 Wheel Drive Advertisements CARRIED			
Mildura AEDC
That this conference appeals to the Advertising Standards Bureau to restrict the excessively unsafe and
reckless driving displayed in advertisements by vehicle manufacturers when promoting 4WD vehicles.
Parliamentary Update:
In 2018 the automotive industry promised to review its advertising code following a request from the
Deputy Prime Minister Michael McCormack. The Federal Chamber of Automotive Industries (FCAI) has
undertaken the review of the FCAI Voluntary Code of Practice for Motor Vehicle Advertising and the
code has been updated.
It now states that advertisers should ensure that advertisements for such vehicles do not involve the
depiction of ‘excessive’ or ‘unsafe’ speed. Equally, advertisers should avoid portrayal of images of offroad driving which could otherwise be construed as being unsafe.
26. Country Roads CARRIED							
Euroa AEDC, Lowan AEDC
That this conference condemns the Andrews Government’s savage funding cuts to country roads,
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noting the disproportionate spending on city roads, and calls for an immediate injection of funding to
improve country Victoria’s crumbling road network, including roads such as the Nhill-Jeparit Rd.
Parliamentary Update:
The Nationals have advocated for the reinstatement of the Country Roads and Bridges Program in
Parliament and the media. The condition of local roads is highlighted by MPs regularly.
The Back to Work and Back in Business COVID-19 plan includes the immediate reinstatement of the
Country Roads and Bridges Program and to the construction of other major regional roads such as the
Kilmore Bypass, Princes Highway (Traralgon to Sale) duplication, Shepparton Bypass, Ballarat Western
Link Road (Stage 2) and Princes Highway (west of Colac) upgrade.
								
27. Fire Services Levy LOST								 Gippsland East AEDC
That this conference supports changes to the fire services levy to remove farm land and instead charge
the levy on capital improved value minus site value.
28. Government contracts CARRIED							
Euroa AEDC
That this conference calls for relevant Victorian public servants to be trained in commercial contract
writing to ensure watertight contracts to protect the interests of the Victorian taxpayer by ensuring that
contacts are fulfilled and monies well spent.
Parliamentary Update:
This is a matter that must be addressed in government. There have been some preliminary discussions
regarding future policies on internal government structure and procedures and this matter will be
progressed through those Coalition policy discussions.
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29. Stream Flow and Erosion CARRIED						Ovens Valley AEDC
That this conference calls on catchment management authorities to pay greater attention to the needs
and problems faced by land owners due to water flow and erosion in streams.
Parliamentary Update:
The Parliamentary team is very aware that the Andrews Labor Government has appointed people to
the Boards of CMA’s that no longer have any real connection to or understanding of the impacts their
decisions have on farmers. When elected to Government in November 2022 the Nationals will ensure
that there is a majority of genuine farmers on the Boards of CMA’s and the decision they make will take
into consideration the impacts on the agricultural landholders of the CMA.
30. Distribution of Water Savings CARRIED				
Lockington & District
Branch
That this conference calls for the development of criteria to ensure the future distribution of irrigators’
75GL of water savings is for use in the Goulburn Murray irrigation district only.
Parliamentary Update:
The Victorian State Parliamentary team has successfully forced the Andrew Government to honour the
commitment for the 75 GL of savings from the Connections Project to be distributed to irrigators and
made sure that the irrigators were represented in the decision make as to how this is going to be done.
If it wasn’t for the pressure from the State Parliamentary team the Andrews Government would have
delayed this distribution further.
31. Murray Darling Basin Plan WITHDRAWN
Euroa AEDC, Echuca Branch, Shepparton AEDC
That this conference calls on the Victorian Government to ensure the Basin Plan delivers balanced
outcomes, condemns Federal Labor for its policy to remove a cap on water buybacks and calls for no

more water to be taken from Victoria noting that that Victoria has already met its obligations to the
Murray Darling Basin Plan.
Parliamentary Update:
Victoria has already met its commitment to the MDBP and the Victorian Nationals will continue to
oppose any more water leaving the consumptive pool in Victoria to make up for any shortfalls from
other States. The Victorian Nationals will also strenuously oppose the Federal Labor Parties policy to
remove the cap on water buybacks.
32. New Dams CARRIED						
		
Euroa AEDC
That this conference supports the construction of more dams in Victoria, including Big Buffalo and Lake
William Hovell.
Parliamentary Update:
Deputy Leader Steph Ryan has called on the Victorian Government to reverse its panicked and
unsupported ‘no dams’ policy.
Leader Peter Walsh, Steph Ryan and Tim McCurdy launched a campaign in November 2019 to pressure
the Andrews Government into referring the expansion of Lake Buffalo in north-east Victoria and its
possible connection via a pipeline to Lake Nillahcootie to the Commonwealth Government’s national
water authority for investigation.
Tim has championed the campaign by holding information sessions across Ovens Valley, running a
petition which has collected over 1,000 signatures and keeping up pressure in the media.
33. Spillable Water Account CARRIED					
Lockington & District Branch
That this conference supports a review into the management of the ‘spillable water account’ and the
identification of beneficiaries by valuing spilled water volumes that travel through the natural carries
and environmental assets, including the Murray Mouth; investigating equitable access for consumptive
users and the environment to access/purchase spilled water; and ensuring any benefit received via
spilled water is equitable between the environmental and consumptive user.
Parliamentary Update:
In September 2019, Deputy Leader Steph Ryan as the Shadow Water Minister continued the push for
300GL of environment water to be traded onto the market to assist drought-affected farmers in Victoria
and NSW. At the time, forests that would otherwise be dry during times of drought were being flushed
with liquid gold as irrigators struggled to grow feed for their livestock and keep crops alive. Steph
believed there was an opportunity to trade 300GL of environment water onto the market, which would
make a real difference for drought-affected farmers in Victoria and NSW. She called for immediate
action from the Andrews Government.
34. Term Length of Federal MPs CARRIED			
		
That this conference supports four-year fixed terms for the Federal Government.

Euroa AEDC

Parliamentary Update:
This motion has been forwarded to the Federal Nationals for consideration.
35. National Fuel Supply CARRIED			
Ballarat FEDC/Buninyong-Wendouree
AEDC
That this conference calls on the Federal Government to urgently increase Australia’s strategic fuels
reserves to better protect the nation against any disruption to fuel supply lines
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Parliamentary Update:
This motion has been forwarded the Federal Nationals for consideration.
36. Telecommunications WITHDRAWN			
Ballarat FEDC/Buninyong-Wendouree AEDC
That this conference calls on the Federal Nationals to work in collaboration with the opposition and
technology sectors to amend the Telecommunications and Other Legislation Amendment (Assistance
and Access) Act 2018 to better protect civil liberties.
37. Fuel Prices CARRIED						
Ovens Valley AEDC, Narracan AEDC
That this conference notes the price of fuel at service stations is subject to large and unpredictable swings
and calls on the federal government to conduct a Senate inquiry into fuel pricing and trial a subsidy
scheme to assist low income earners.
Parliamentary Update:
This motion has been forwarded to the Federal Nationals for consideration.
38. Head Office Location and Banking LOST
Bendigo AEDC
That this conference reaffirms The Nationals’ commitment to decentralisation by moving the party’s head
office from Melbourne to Bendigo and its banking to a regional financial institution such as Bendigo
Bank.
39. Membership Categories LOST							
Ovens Valley AEDC
That this conference adjusts membership to reflect singles and couples in their pricing.
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40. Candidate Development CARRIED					
Lockington & District Branch
That this conference supports alternate methods relating to the future identification, recruitment and
upskilling of potential future candidates.
Parliamentary Update:
Establishing the Isobel Project has been an important step in identifying, recruiting and upskilling future
potential female candidates. The program will be a method used into the future to give women in our
party new opportunities, as well as a way to introduce women to The Nationals and politics.
41. Voting at Preselections LOST			
			
Narracan AEDC
That this conference endorses changing party rules for state and federal preselections to allow members
not on the relevant state and federal electoral rolls who are entitled to be on the rolls of municipalities
within the relevant state or federal electorate (ie non-resident ratepayers) to be eligible to vote in
preselection of Nationals candidates.
42. Membership Fees/Structure 2019/2020 CARRIED
Board of Management/State Council
That this Conference resolves that membership fees for 2019/20 are adjusted, inclusive of GST, to reflect
the following structure:
- Standard: $10-$100.
Individual/Dual: $100; Direct Debit / Updated Email* $90.
Pensioner(ind./Dual): $50.
Young National (Ind./Dual): $50; First Year $10.
- Gold Membership (Ind./Dual): $500.
- Platinum Membership (Ind./Dual): $1000.
- MP Membership (Ind./Dual): $3000.
* A one-off discount for 2019/2020 when members provide or update their email.

That this Conference endorses the following changes to The Nationals – Victoria Constitution (changes
in bold):
43. Preselection Procedures for Senate and Legislative Council Pre-Selections CARRIED
Rules Revision Committee
Rule 120 to be amended as follows –
Rule 120. Upon receiving from the State Director Nomination Forms and any recommendations made
by the Applicant Approval Committee, State Council or the Board of Management may, in all cases
other than the pre-selection of Senate candidates and Upper House Candidates for normal or casual
vacancies, authorize a ballot of those nominees that State Council or the Board of Management consider
meet the qualifications (hereinafter referred to as a “pre-selection ballot”) as follows…
44. State Councillor & Delegate residency requirements CARRIED			
Rules Revision Committee
Rule 107 to be amended as follows Rule 107. The Electorate Councils at their AGM shall elect a State Councillor, an alternative State Councillor,
two (2) delegates and two (2) alternative delegates for Senate and Upper House pre-selection ballots.
To be eligible to be elected as a State Councillor, alternative State Councillor, pre-selection delegate, or
alternative pre-selection delegate, a nominee must be a financial member of the Party and be enrolled
on the relevant State or Federal electoral roll.
URGENCY MOTION 1 CARRIED								
The Nationals Victoria reject the new Voices for Indi MP’s policy, mirroring the failed job destroying
Labor policy of at least 50% Renewable Energy Target by 2030.
Parliamentary Update:
This motion has been forwarded to the Federal Nationals for consideration.
URGENCY MOTION 2 CARRIED								
That this conference condemns the actions of the Victorian State Government in relation to their
directive to State Institutions, including schools and hospitals, to transfer their funds held in local Banks
and move them to Westpac Bank in Sydney.
Parliamentary Update:
MPs took to the media to condemn the Andrews Government’s directive to state institutions to transfer
their funds to Westpac Bank, Sydney.
URGENCY MOTION 3 CARRIED								
That this conference acknowledges and thanks Mark Byatt for his outstanding effort in Indi while
representing The National Party.
Parliamentary Update:
A function was held to thank Mark after the election.
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